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If anyone has another viable plan to ad-

dress our entitlement tsunami, we are anx-
ious to hear it. But it has to be able to pass. 
Doing nothing is not acceptable. 

And just like the base-closing process, the 
SAFE Commission Act would require and up- 
or-down vote on the Commission’s proposal— 
ensuring that Congress finally considered a 
comprehensive solution to this great chal-
lenge. 

So far, Rep. Cooper and I have reached out 
to every Member of Congress, the President 
and his potential successors, Fortune 500 
leaders, small business owners, think tanks, 
thought leaders, and the religious commu-
nity. 

And today I’m reaching out to you—our 
science, technology, engineering, manufac-
turing and workforce development leaders. 

I ask for your support in this endeavor so 
that it may put us back on track financially, 
just as the ‘‘Gathering Storm’’ report 
spurred us to fix our nation’s education and 
competitiveness programs. 

William Wilberforce, who, in his first 
speech in the British Parliament in 1789 de-
scribing the evils of the slave trade, con-
cluded by telling his colleagues, 

‘‘Having heard all this you may choose to 
look the other way, but you can never again 
say that you did not know.’’ 

Not one of us can say we do not know 
about the nation’s long-term financial out-
look. 

We know, and it’s on our watch to fix. 
This must also be a part of this year’s pres-

idential debate. We need to make the next 
president understand that entitlement re-
form. 

And the media needs to do a better job cov-
ering it. We should insist on a presidential 
debate devoted to these issues. 

I am confident that, with your support, we 
will succeed and it may well lead to a renais-
sance in America—a renaissance in innova-
tion, education, and economic development. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO STEPHANIE 
TAVARES 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct pleasure to rise today to honor Stephanie 
Tavares by entering her name in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD, the official record of the 
proceedings and debates of the United States 
Congress since 1873. Today I pay tribute to 
Stephanie Tavares, reporter for In Business 
Las Vegas for her achievements in reporting 
on various small business legal issues within 
the Southern Nevada community. 

Stephanie grew up in a small town that did 
not have access to many big-city newspapers, 
but while she was still in high school, she 
strongly identified with a local television news 
anchor inspiring her to pursue a career in jour-
nalism. 

She worked as a news clerk for her college 
newspaper, which helped to launch her love 
for writing, editing, and the news. For the past 
three years, Stephanie has reported on small 
business issues for In Business Las Vegas. 
She is credited with not only covering busi-
ness issues, but with being an advocate for 
small business as well, learning different per-
spectives, policies, and the needs of the small 
business community. She also reports on utili-
ties and environmental issues for the maga-
zine. 

In addition to her professional work, Steph-
anie donates much of her time and talent to 
several professional and community organiza-
tions. She is involved with the National Asso-
ciation of Business Journalists, the National 
Association of Hispanic Journalists, and the 
International Studies Association. Additionally, 
she recently served on a panel of the 2007 
Women of Color Conference. On the local 
level, Stephanie is a supporter of Adoption Ex-
change, Henderson Libraries, and Henderson 
Parks and Recreation. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor 
Stephanie Tavares for her achievements in 
journalism for small businesses within the Las 
Vegas community. I would also like to con-
gratulate her on receiving the Small Business 
Journalist of the Year at the 2008 Small Busi-
ness Awards. 
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TRIBUTE TO AMANDA VEEN 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Cadet Lieutenant Amanda Veen 
of Perry, Iowa for being named Cadet of the 
Year by the Iowa Wing of the Civil Air Patrol. 

Amanda, who is currently a sophomore at 
Liberty Home School, also received the Billy 
Mitchell Award and served as Color Guard 
Commander in the North Central Region 
Cadet Competition last year for the Des 
Moines Metro Cadet Squadron. 

The Cadet of the Year award honors 
Amanda’s dedication and commitment during 
her participation in the Civil Air Patrol’s Cadet 
Programs. The Iowa Wing of the Civil Air Pa-
trol, which is the official auxiliary of the U.S. 
Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 
more than 390 officers and cadets in Iowa. 
The Civil Air Patrol’s Cadet Programs provide 
youth opportunities to reach their full potential 
as they study four subject areas: aerospace 
education, physical training, leadership, and 
moral and ethical values. 

I know that my colleagues in the U.S. Con-
gress join me in commending Cadet Lieuten-
ant Amanda Veen for her leadership and dedi-
cation to representing the Iowa Civil Air Patrol. 
I consider it an honor to represent Amanda 
and her family in Congress, and I wish her the 
best in her future endeavors. 
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COMMENDING THE HARD WORK OF 
OUR NATION’S NURSES ON THIS, 
NATIONAL NURSES WEEK 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to applaud the incredible efforts our nurses 
pour into their grueling workdays, carrying out 
their duties to the great benefit of this coun-
try’s health and medical care system. To-
gether, nurses represent the largest share of 
health care professionals in the field, boasting 
numbers eclipsing 2,500,000—but that’s be-
coming increasingly not enough. Facing a 
shortage that demands a million new nurses 

by 2016, the current crop of professionals 
have shouldered, and will continue to shoul-
der, the extra work and hours of properly car-
ing for our elderly and infirmed. For this, and 
so much more, nurses deserve a generous 
helping of our gratitude and the highest of rev-
erence, not just this next week dubbed ‘‘Na-
tional Nurses Week,’’ but all year round. 

We can show them that we care by paying 
tribute to those nurses serving in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan—by bringing them and our heroic 
troops home after a job well done. We can 
show them that we care by outfitting them with 
a health care system that is affordable, uni-
versal, and driven less by profits and more by 
compassion and humanitarianism. We can 
show them that we care by investing in the re-
search, techniques, and technologies that 
promise to one day cure age-old, debilitating 
diseases that plague millions—and not play 
politics when our citizens’ livelihoods are at 
stake. 

The Harlem Hospital Center serves my dis-
trict as a powerful force for social progress, 
catering to the community’s health needs and 
training the next generation’s minority and fe-
male physicians. The nurses there fight the 
good fight, day in and day out, not often 
enough rewarded with the credit that they de-
serve. I am honored to praise their achieve-
ments—and those of their colleagues all 
across America—this week. 
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VIETNAM HUMAN RIGHTS ACT 2007 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. 
Madam Speaker, as you may know, I have the 
privilege of representing the Vietnamese com-
munity in Orange County—one of the largest 
outside of Vietnam. 

Human rights is an important issue to me 
and my Vietnamese constituents. Today, I 
want to highlight the importance of continuing 
to work for freedom and democracy in Viet-
nam, and to commend the advocates that are 
committed to this cause. 

This year marks the 14th anniversary of the 
House-Senate Joint Resolution designating 
May 11th as Vietnam Human Rights Day. As 
we prepare to observe Vietnam Human Rights 
Day, it is clear that the struggle is far from 
over. 

Human rights violations in Vietnam have 
only gotten worse since Vietnam was granted 
Permanent Normal Trade Relations (PNTR) 
status, removed from the State Department’s 
list of Countries of Particular Concern, added 
to the World Trade Organization (WTO) and 
allowed to be a non-permanent member of the 
United Nations Security Council. 

In my eyes, these policies, endorsed by the 
Bush Administration, have been rewards for a 
government that has made no real effort to im-
prove its human rights record. 

The Government of Vietnam claimed that it 
had improved its human rights record, and 
that it would continue to make progress on the 
issue of human rights. However, their record 
speaks for itself. 

The Government of Vietnam has harassed, 
arrested and sentenced democracy advocates 
many of whom were not afforded a trial. That 
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